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WORDS FROM THE SCOUT EXECUTIVE
THE GRAND CANYON COUNCIL, BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA OUTREACH, LLC IS 
PROUD OF ALL 2,670 YOUNG PEOPLE WHO PARTICIPATE IN OUR PROGRAM.  
This being said, two young men deserve special note. One of the 
Scouts in our Foster Care program achieved the Eagle Scout Award 
in 2013. The Eagle Scout Award is the most significant recognition 
that a Scout can earn. We believe this is the first time a Scout has 
achieved this award from the Foster System. The Juvenile Diversion, 
located at the Adobe Mountain Juvenile Facility, serves youth 
offenders from across Maricopa County; a select few of the inmates 
earn the right to join Scouting. One of these young people entered 
the facility as a Life Scout and through our program has seen the path 
to a productive life and has recently completed the requirements for 
the Eagle Scout Award.

Scouting was founded more than a century ago with the ideal of 
“helping other people at all times”. The Grand Canyon Council, Boy 
Scouts of America Outreach, LLC was formed with this century old 
concept in mind. Our program will be judged a success when 2,670 
youth we serve, demonstrate the skills and values in the future, to be 
successful parents, participating citizens and community leaders. We 
have faith that this will be the case. Let me express my appreciation 
for the hundreds of individuals who made this positive program 
possible for 2,670 youth through their generous contributions.

Larry C. Abbott, Scout Executive/CEO

JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA MEASURES THE QUALITY OF PROGRAM 
DELIVERED ANNUALLY THROUGH THE JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE. Critical 
quality measurements such as the financial health of the Council, camp 
attendance, volunteers engaged, advancement, community service and 
membership growth are some of the measurements. In 2013, the Grand 
Canyon Council achieved the Silver Level, Journey to Excellence status. 
Arizona Route 66, Four Peaks, Mesa, Picacho Peak and San Tan Districts 
were recognized for the Gold Level.

Since 1910, Scouting has taught young people to become successful 
adults, positive role models, good citizens and people who can be 
counted on to do the right thing. Millions of young people have learned 
these important values and traits. Many of our nation’s leaders can credit 
Scouting for their success. In addition, young women were served in 
the Scouting and Soccer program through Learning for Life. The Grand 
Canyon Council ranked 6th in the nation in terms of total youth served.
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SCOUTING VALUE 
PROPOSITION

The Boy Scouts of America 
has developed character 
and good citizenship in 
young people all under 
the umbrella of teaching 
duty to God and Country 
for 104 years. Scouting 
teaches young people 

group management and 
leadership skills, moral 
values, critical decision 
making skills and self-

reliance.

SCOUT OATH
On my honor I will do my 

best to do my duty to God 
and my country and to 

obey the Scout Law; to help 
other people at all times; 
to keep myself physically 
strong, mentally awake, 

and morally straight.

SCOUT MOTTO
Be Prepared.

SCOUT LAW
A Scout is trustworthy, 
loyal, helpful, friendly, 

courteous, kind, obedient, 
cheerful, thrifty, brave, 
clean, and reverent.

Grand Canyon Council

Working to serve all youth populations, the Grand Canyon Council achieved success in 
2013 through our Outreach programs. Thanks to the generosity of Ed and Jeanne Arnold:

SCOUTING AND SOCCER 
Served 1,254 youth throughout Maricopa and Yuma Counties Juvenile

DIVERSION 
Served 125 youth at the Adobe Mountain School, Canyon State and the Youth 
Development Institute.

AFTER SCHOOL 
Served 1,048 youth through After School programs in Peoria, Fountain Hills, 
Glendale and South Scottsdale.

FOSTER CARE INITIATIVE 
107 youth served in Foster Care programs with the Sunshine Homes and 
refugees from Somalia.

“AT RISK” NEIGHBORHOOD NEW UNIT EMPHASIS PROGRAM 
Served 575 youth in the “at risk” neighborhoods of South Scottsdale, Central 
Phoenix and South Phoenix.

SPECIAL NEEDS 
Served 120 terminally ill youth in a partnership with the  
American Cancer Society at R-C Scout Reservation.

COUNCIL NEWS 2013 Youth Rank Advancements
2,301 ARROW OF LIGHT (CUB SCOUTS) 
There’s no greater accomplishment for a Cub Scout than the Arrow of Light. Its significance 
is eclipsed only by the Eagle Scout award, and is worn on the Scout’s uniform for the rest of 
their life.

1,263 EAGLE SCOUT AWARDS (BOY SCOUTS) 
This award is truly the pinnacle of leadership achievement. A Scout must plan a 
community service project involving local officials, adults, youth peers, fundraising, and 
management skills to make the community a better place to live.

45,970 MERIT BADGE AWARDS (BOY SCOUTS) 
Every merit badge serves as a foothold toward achieving well roundedness and identifying 
potential careers. A Scout can really get a grip on life by earning any one of 140 merit 
badges.

3 HONOR MEDAL AWARDS 
Scouts learn to help other people at all times. This lesson was taken to heart in 2013 as 3 
Scouts earned the BSA Honor Medal Award by saving a life.

IN 2013, THE GRAND CANYON COUNCIL WAS 
RANKED #1 by the Phoenix Business Journal 
in the number of total volunteers among all 
nonprofit organizations. These remarkable men 
and women graciously gave their time and talent 
to promote youth in local Arizona communities. 
The fact is, Scouting’s programs would cease 
to exist if dedicated community leaders did 
not serve as Den Leaders, Cubmasters, 
Scoutmasters, Committee Chairs, and Merit 
Badge Counselors, to name a few. Every adult 
represents hundreds of volunteer hours every 
year to thousands of young people.

In 2013, the Grand Canyon Council awarded 
1,263 Boy Scouts the Eagle Scout Rank. Our 
Eagle Scouts invested 207,518 service hours 
back into our community through their service 
projects. These service projects helped save 
Arizona’s communities $3,392,925. The end 
result is a strong investment in youth character 
development and healthy community.

The Grand Canyon Council established the 
Grand Canyon Council Boy Scouts of America, 
LLC in 2013 to more effectively serve our 
outreach programs. This LLC is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Grand Canyon Council, BSA 
and includes the Scouting and Soccer, Foster 
Care, Juvenile Diversion, After School Programs 
and “At Risk” Neighborhood New Unit Emphasis 
Program. Contributions of $200 (individual tax 
payer) or $400 (couple filing jointly) to our LLC 
qualifies for the State of Arizona’s “Helping the 
Working Poor” tax credit.

OUTREACH PROGRAM


